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September 16, 1904 



1906 



The intervention of rats and fleas, Doctor Sorrentino concludes, 
accounts for nearly all the epidemic phenomena of plague, phenomena 
which can not be otherwise explained. 



MEXICO. 

Reports from Monterey — Mortality. 
Assistant Surgeon Goldberger reports, September 1, 



as 



Passed 
follows: 

The health conditions in Monterey and vicinity continue to be satis- 
factory as evidenced by a continuation of the low mortality. 

During the week ended August 27, 1904, the total number of deaths 
recorded was 44. The list of mortality presents nothing of special 
interest. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Ferguson reports, September 2, through 
Passed Assistant Surgeon Goldberger, as 'follows: 

During the week ended August 27 nothing of importance, from a 
sanitary standpoint, has occurred between this city and C. P. Diaz. 

Report from Monelova and vicinity. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Ferguson reports, August 27, through 
Passed Assistant Surgeon Goldberger, as follows: 

Nothing of a suspicious character has developed between t is city 
and the city of Monelova for the week ended August 20, 1901. 

Report from Progreso and Merida — Inspection of vessels — 

at Merida. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Harrison reports, September 2, as follows: 
Two weeks ended August 27, 1904: Estimated population, 8,000; 
deaths from all causes, 24. General condition, only fair. Merida 
still presenting record of» yellow fever in lazaretto, but the general 
sanitary conditions there seem good. , 

My report of August 5 should have stated ' ' Progreso" (not Merida, 
as printed in Public Health Reports of August 19) "should be consid- 
ered infected from case reported July, etc." 

Bills of health have been issued to the following-named vessels: 



Yellow ft 



'ever 



Date. 


Vessel. 


Destination. 


Crew. 


Passen- 
gers. 


Transit. 


Aug. 13 






18 
96 






13 
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33 
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Galveston 
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22 
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35 
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20 






61 
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32 


21 
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Pensacola 




24 
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25 








27 




do 


57 


47 











Sanitary conditions at Merida — Yellow-fever cases in lazaretto. 

In obedience to Department instructions of July 12, I have made 
one visit to Merida to examine the sanitary conditions there, and will 



1907 



September lti, 1904 



present full report of same after my next visit, which is to be made in 
September. I found conditions much better than I had expected as 
regards general cleanliness in public places, central and suburban. 
The lazaretto, a large, pleasant building safely isolated, accommodates 
50 or more patients, is provided with well-screened rooms, is clean, 
sunny, well ventilated, and adequately equipped for care of all inmates. 
There were 4 confirmed cases of yellow fever (one being an American) 
and 2 suspects in the wards on the day of my visit. Those cases 
were assumed to be all the known cases of the fever then in Merida. 

The board of health is reported to be making earnest efforts toward 
improvement of general sanitary conditions, as well as against the 
mosquito and yellow fever. 

In Progreso there is to-day one suspect case in the lazaretto, not 
originating here, but imported. 

I inclose a statistical statement of yellow-fever and suspect cases 
received in the lazaretto in Merida from January 1 to July 1, 1904. 
There have been cases of yellow fever in Merida this season not 
sent to lazaretto, but isolated in private residences. In Progreso, 
from April 1 to August 31, there have been only 2 cases of yellow 
fever. Both were sent to the lazaretto; one recovered and the other 
died. Neither of these cases contracted the disease in Progreso, but 
probably in Merida. 

The inclosed pages from official statistics may be of interest. 

[Inelosure.] 
Statistics of the yellow fever in the lazarretto, Merida, Yucatan, 1904. 
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May 
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